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Staircase leading to the roof garden. Photo Olivier Ma@ambier
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StudicApartment

[ S / 2 Nb dza-ap&thEhtioccipiesizRellaat two floors of the Molitor apartment blodscated at24, rue Nungesser

et Coli Designed betweei931and1934by Le Corbusier andierre Jeannerethis cousin and associate, the building called
@4ANCG Aa ahi i diairddssemgnt al tieSboraec between Paris aBdulogne Due to its Eastvest orientation

YR AlGa SEOSLIIA2YylIt &d2NNRdzyRAy3as Al FAGA oAlaprojdctSor ¢ 2 ND c
rental building, it offered the architedhe opportunity to test the validity of his urban proposaziven that no structures

were placed opposite, he could raise facades entirely filled with windows, thereby constructing the first residential
apartment made of glass in architectural histoBathed in lightLe Corbusi€@ & LJS NA& 2 Y Isdansthelldngtdofvre y

last floor and, furthermore, houses his painting studitie architect would inhabit this apartmetgrrace from1934 until

his death in1965. Theapartment was classified as a Histcal Monumentin 1972 and thefacadesfacing the streetsthe
courtyard, the roof, and the entrance hall were also inscribed as sut89a.
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NOTE: Le Corbusier is cited as
example in the reference list for

the communal habitat (Cité
radieuse/radiant city) and for
sacred architecturetiie chapel
at Ronchamp

The architect

Born Charles€douard Jeanneret,e Corbusie(1887
1965), left his birthplace, La&hauxde-Fonds in
Switzerland, in 1917 and settled definitively in Paris.
His teacher/ KI NX Sa [ Qlayedt d diticed y A S N
role in his creative education.Le Corbusier
explained ¢One of my teachers (a very remarkable
man) gently dissuaded me from the choice of a
mediocre career.He wanted to turn me into an

I NOKAGSOG® L f2FGKSR F NOKA
was only sixteen, | accepted his verdict and obeyed
KA&d SRAOGY L G'221 dzLJ F NOKA
Between 1907 andl1911, Le Corbusiemade a
certain number of tours in Italy, Germany, and the
Orient to study art and architecture.

As anarchitect urban planner, painter, and writer,

he conducted various studies on artistic creation and
the modern habitat.In 1923, he published Towards an Architecturewhich remains
today one of the iconicaferences of Modern Movement

By 1931, Le Corbusierenjoyed a certain notoriety, having already constructed a
number of buildngs in Paris and its provincethe Cité Frugesn Pessacthe Esprit
Nouveaupavilion the Salvation Armité de Refugeand Swispavilionin Paris; the
Villa Savoy@ Poiss)

Portrait ofLe Corbusier

The property developers

In 1931,the Société Immobiliere de Paris Parc des Prin{tbe Parc des Princes Real
Estate Society of Parjsgpresented byMarc Kouznetzofand Guy Noblehad recently
acquired a plot of land in the West of Paris, just nexBtmulogne.The terrain was part

of a new neighborhood under development at the time. In June of that,ykar
Corbusier and hiscousin Pierre Jeanneretreceived a commission to construct an
apartmentbuilding on this parcel of landsiven that they were unable to gather the
entirety of the funds necessary for the project, the property developers teamed with
the NOK A G S Owiithin aif@tnightX y RdzZa NI vy 1§ SS R LIIZNOK | & SN&
Kt F ¥df ;e fikiiré bailding.Le Corbusiermmediately looked to his circle of
relations for potential buyersMoreover, he intended to prove to the developers tha
the avantgarde nature of the project could draw an interestpsuior to that the
neighboring more traditional buildings.
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mm The commission and construction site
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The Radiant City
|

From 1931 to 1933, Le
Corbusier drafted The Radiar
City. In the text, he
summarized its basic
LINA y OA LI Sa I a
basic materials of city planning
are: sun, sky, trees, steel
cementc in that strict order of
A Y LI2 NI ¥ 7h Sedidents
of such a city benefit from
gKIG KS GKSNS
essential 2 € a € 2F
living. The apartment block a
24 N.C. was constructel
according to these principles
and exemplifies the
application of this doctrine on
an urban scale.

Locdion:

(s ——=P=EW B}

o0
w
S
Q
2
=]
o
@

Location map

Theapartment block at 24, rue Nungesser et Coli is located at the periphery of Paris,
between the 18' arrondissement and the commune of Boulogne. The terrain allotted

to its construction follows an Eastest orientation, allowing for an ideal exposure to
thesun[ S / 2NbdzaASNJ ¢Sy a2 FI N Fa (Zsinge YS )
no building faces or obstructs it and, at the upper levels, it offers a unique view of the
woods of Boulogne. On the side facing Paris, the apartment looks onto the Jean Bouin
stadium, the lease of which registered with the State for a duration inéty-nine
8SIFNA® LGQa tA1Ste G(GKFG [S /1 2NbdzAASNI I OC
aA0S L2aasSaasSR a2 Ylye 2F GKS ljdatAdASa |

The project:

The Société Immobiliere de Paris Pates Princessolicited fromLe Corbusieand
Pierre Jeannereg building plan that would house roughly fifteen apartments to be
soldor rented.Following this prograrn the architects designed a structure comprising
two or three apartments per levellhe fnal plan read a$ollows: three housing units

on each of the first two floors as well as the fourth and fifth, and two on the third and
sixth floors.Le Corbusier negotiated with the property developers so as to obtain the
last two levelof the buildingand use them for his own apartment. Having secured the
seventh and eighth floors, the architect set himself to the construction, at his own
expense, of these two els andhe roof of the building.
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DE PARIS — PARC DES PRINCES
24, RUE NUNGESSER ET COLI — PARIS (XVI9)
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Pour tous renseignements s'adresser
ala SOCIET MMOBILIERE
de PARIS - PARC des PRINCES
18, Rue Wilhem - Téléph. Au

. Regh ol Seld o 7

FACADE DE
ARCHITECTES LE CORBUSIER ET JEANNERET

L IMM EUBLE

Promotionalbrochure of theSociété Immobiliere deParis

AYRA&LMzGF 6t S

As the promotional brochure of the Sociétéimobiliere de

Paris Parc des Princes emphasizes, several sport complexes
would surround the future Molitorbuilding: the Jean Bouin

and Rolland Garros stadiums, the Parc des Princes velodrome,
tennis courts, a pod ¢ KAa FGiKfSGAO Sygdai
proximity to the building, would ultimately determine its
clientele. In fact, tennis was in fashion in the 1930s, and the
strong presence of sports and leisure constituted a real asset
that could convince potential buyers. For Le Corbusier, this

contextecho® KA A& (KS2NBR 2F (KS 4wl R
1931.
CKS I NDKAGSOGIQa TFANNET 207 GSR

arrondissement of Paris, drafted the floor plans for the edifice
between July and October of 193Each apartment of the
building has a unique and flexible spatial distributidBy
LldzG G Ay 3 Ayid2 LINI & (andOdtfusirtigKtie
partitions betwea different spaces, Le Corbusier enabled
each resident to arrange his/her apartment as he/she pleased.

The partitions themselves constituted a focal point of
discussion, first as the architects formulated such a principle,

then as they adapted it to the mels of each resident as
construction progressedThe promotional brochure of the
Société Immobiliere de Paris Parc des Prires&n mentioned

i K Ithie size of the apartment and the number of room scan

be adapted according to the needs of the buﬁerr’. An
GANIdzSE GKS OF LI OAGE G2 IR

a2 L

represented a truly innovative proposition.

The leaflet of theSociété Immobiliére de Paris Parc desnces alsadetailed the
technical aspects of the buildingfirst-class construction materials, sowupdoofing,
central heating, running hot water, fitted bathrooms, lifts, laundries, drying rooms, and
garages with private parking spaces.

Gonstruction, trial, and ulterior work:

The construction of thepartment Hock at 24 N.C. began in February of 1932 after Le
Corbusier obtained the building permit from the city of Parisl Boulogne. It met with
several delays, since some apartments still had not yet been bought and two of the
principal clients suffered seriodsancial difficultiesLe Corbusiestruggled to restart

the construction in October of 1933, particularly given that his own residence
depended upon its completionThough construction was completed in the beginning

2F¥ wmMdonx

iKS

I Nay Kust(b&gOnin1a35, theuSotidtéaimniobiligre 2

Paris Parc des Princegent bankrupt, and the bank that had funded the project
subsequently retracted its investment.o do so, it planned to sell the building as a
whole. Le Corbusiewas obliged to vacathis residence, since his own apartment was
contested in the debateHe then entered into a trial that would last ten years, waiting
until 1949 for his status as coproprietor to be officially recognized. Inntkantime,

iKS

0dzA f RAY3AQa

dRLS1a3 $ LI S [1GK Sy § NIOKOG WSRO i Qa

only at thebeginning of the yeat950that renovation work commenced.tAhis time,
the damaged glass dains were replaced and the fade renewed Rust, too, would
remain a recurrent problem in the follang years.
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mm The apartment block a4 N.C.
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empty/filled)

BEFOREHE VISIT

1 How a building secures
itself in the ground: the
foundations

1 Five Points towards a New
Architecture

AFTER THE VISIT

T The pilotis
Buildingsby Le Corbusier
with glass facades:
- Villa Schwob]1916,
(La Chaude-Fonds,
Switzerlangl
- Centrosoyus, 1928,
(Moscow)
- SalvationArmyCité de
Refuge, 1929¢riginal
state (Paris, 13"
arrondissemeny
- Clarté Building, 1930,
Genéve
- Swiss pavilion, 1930
Citéinternationale
universitaire,
(Paris, 14
arrondissement)
i Light, hygiene
{ The Museumof the
Thirtiesand the course of

the 1930s:
www.boulognebillancourt.com

Thefacades, or glass architecture

The two facades* overlooking the street
are made completely of glass. Lgg
Corbusier employed this constructio
material in three different forms at 24" !
N.C.: reinforced glass, glass bricks, an
clear glass.d ¢ KA & o0dzAf RAY
witness. In order to put to effective use
those advantages offered by this
exceptional site, the facades are g
composed of two glass walls which join | ‘
on to concrete decksHence in each
apartment there is one fullength glaed
wall, which runs from the ceiling right
R2sy G2 G%SuchT¥af facadek
system permits a great deal of evenly
diffused light to enter into the
apartments. Le Corbusier, however, was|
not the first to put into form the idea of a - e

glass architewre; previous architects Facadeonrue Nungesser et Coli

such asMies \an der Rohénad explored Photo Olivier Mrtin-Gambier

the idea in projects for exhibition pavilions, industrial buildings, and office buildirggs.

/| 2NDbdzaAASNRa 2NAIAYylLIEAGEe tASa Ay Tkésamedza S
year, ©31, the architect Pierre Chareaicompleted the Glass House on ri&aint
Guillaumein Pari€ &" arrondissementthe glass of which also came from tigaint
Gobainsociety

The principaldcade looking onto therue Nungesser et Coltonsists of a glassall to

wich are attached several projecting elemeni® start with, the second and sixth

floors have a balconyAt the third and fourth floors, @&ow window extends the
apartments to the exterior and serves additionally as a balcony for the fifth floor.
Finally, the seventh floor, filled with windows, comprises Corbusi€@a LJ- Ay i A
studio, and we perceive at the eightand final floor one of the two vaults, the guest

room and, beyond that, the roof garden.

The long, horizontal window

Anl NOKAGSOGdzNTF £ (22t Ay (dS3INI t 920s2the[ldhg, / 2 ND
horizontal window entered at this moment into a project for a residential buildirige

glas walls are parallel on the faga and bow window. The bow window itself is
composed of five horizontal bands that alternate glass bricks, set in the space beneath
the windows, with clear glass for the openings. The originality of this disposition
consists in the illusion that each level carries a supportive wall beneath the bands of
windows. Actually, these sections are mere balcony motifs that create this impression
AAYLIE @ o0& KARAY3A (KS GgAYR2¢6 FNIFYSa 0SKAY
sliding window frames allowed him to gain a considerable amount of space inside the
apartments.
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The Domino System

|

Since 1914, Le Corbusier he
elaborated a new industrial
construction process based o
modular elements.

Its title, the Domino system,
references the contraction of
the Latin term domus(house),
and the word innowation.

Composed of three walls, si
posts, and a staircase, eac
module can be combined witr
others so as to construcl
houses or even monumenta
edifices.

Structure ofDomino House

Thepilotis and entrance hall

The vi#tor accesses the Mlitor
apartment block by the rue
Nungesser et Coliwhereas the
entrance on therue des Tournelles
(Boulogne)ets onto the garages and”
& SN v i 4¢QAftdy dzbshidy $
the threshold, he/she steps into the
entrance hall, a form that, naow at
first, opens out as the wall curves tq
the right. The ceiling reaches 3
height of 3.50 meters. The
Jdzt NRAFyQa t2R3IS xa drddza SR 2y GKS

. . Principalfacadeon rue Nungesser et Coli
left and, opposite, a studio
FLI NGYSyd [ S [/ 2NDdza A S NIt tbdehd obthe edtrankeShalloth®© K S £ 2
gttt G2 GKS NARIKGEZ F YdNFt 2F GKS at2SYy 21
death. Finally, the visitor gains access to the six floors of the building by means of an
St SPLG2NE YR 2yS fFad adlapatmdantasS Of Avyoa G2

The open plan

The implementation of the open plan grantée Corbusiethe flexibility to set a variable
quantity of rooms on each floor and arrange them in any chosen sequédtieefirst
developed the concepdf the open plan ir914in the Domino House(see column at lejt

The loadbearing walls that had conventionally determined the spatial distribution on each
level were at this moment replaced by a flexible reinforced conéretgstem It was this
O2yaiNHzOGA2Y LINRPOS&aa G(GKIG YFERS Ll2aarotsS (K
2L 2F 2y S |+ y2iKSN JEhe &chiettcohld heSegforth divide thel A 2 v
space by arranging the walls and rooms in function of the needbBeofesidents.On this

topic, LeCorbusiemrote: ¢Each floor is constructed to suit its inhabitant, with open floor
space an open facde and fve columns running fromonefacRS 12 # y2 G KSNI¢

oFive Points towards a New Architectuge

Le Corbusiegradually elaborated ame | NOK A G S Ol dzNgivée Poitsltofva dizl
I bSé ! NOKAUGSOUGdINBE®E |S | LILXASR GUKSY
and later formalized them in 1927. His research formally culminated in the construr
of the Villa Savoye in 1928. We also find the Five Points in the apartment bladikN\atC.
The pilotis* first of all, allow the architse G2 A YLX SYSy i einfokcéd
O2yONB IS KFa 3IAGSY dza LAt 20Aa® TKS K2«
Next, the long, horizontal windoventers without interruption into the facade, ar
envelope that no longer bears weightt.¢ KS gAYy R2¢ Aa 2yS 27
the house. Progressbrings liberation. Concreteis revolutionizing the history of the
wiy R2 &0 ¢

Thirdly, the roof gardemedefines the traditional roof as a suspendgdrden at the top
of the house.

The open planfor its part, liberates the interior organization and renders the spa
distribution on each floor entirely independent.

Findly, the open facadebecomes an envelope, i®dLJISY RSy i 2 F (K¢
windows can run uimterrupted from one end of the facade to the othér!
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The roof garden

Le @rbusierhad already employed the roor" : |
garden in some of his previous proje¢tise

La Rochend JeanneretHouses ir1923,the
Villa Savoyen 1928..). As early asl915,
the architectsought a new type of roof tg
replace the traditional inclined modeThe
techniques introduced by reinforce
O2yONBUGS LISNN¥AGGSR

27T

drainage systems. Redefining the
traditional notionof the roof, he claimed
(i K I tile spgace on the roof is that the
most distant from the noise of the street, fully exposed to the light of the sun and to the air
the most pureé ** From this moment on, the suspended roof garden constituted a veritable
space of relaxation.

CKS ASNDIyaQ | LI NOYSyYyGa

Throughout the 18 century,A i 61 a Odza (2 Y A Ra QA Hliecilydrl&E S «
the roof. Normally accessible by a service stair, they were occupied by servants hired by the
residents of the buildingBecause these cramped spaces caused so many hygiebiems,

Le Corbuger undertook to reconsider their placement in the house. As part of his research

on the modern habitat, he put an end to the traditional layout in his plan for M@itor

0dZAf RAYyId a¢KS NR2Ya FT2N) R2YS&GAO eyddndtT | NJ
have to suffer the often terrible conditions of the attide. addition, the roofing has been
reserved, as should always be the case, for the best apartment in the building, in the midst
2F afliSaz Tt 26SNEIY OB Nhedhand theNsBrvice activifiés wer&K NIzo
KSYyOST2NI K O2yOSYyiN}GSR 2y GKS 3aANRdzyR Ff 2
f2R3AS YR aSNBIydaQ |LINIYSydao FyRzT 2y
RS&aA3AYyIFGSR (2 K2dzaS (KE§2Np#da HRWRORE 2y6SH]

Kiosk on the roof garden

AGCKS | NOKAGSOGdzNT f LINR Y!

The idea2 ¥ (aHiectdral promenadé first crystallized in 1923 in the La Roct
House, though the term did not appear until 1929 in the first volums 0z@ NE  O.2
The interior circulation became a preoccupation Le Corbusier would pursue throug
the rest of his career:6Everything especially in architecture, is a question
circulationg™,

GArabic architecture teaches us a valuable lesson. It is best appréaatdoot: it is by
walking, by moving that one discerns the underlying architectural arrangenidns

principleis exactlythe opposite of baroque architectuge®

Le CorbusietRSFAY SR (KS LINAYOALX S 2F (GKS «qal

elements: first, the use of various architectural means to build an entrance that wi
ALI N] GKS GArariz2Nna OdaNhAz2zaiide yR Ayd
creation of multiple, successive points of view; and finally, the unfailing ptiote of the

relation between the diverse components and the architectural whole.
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mm Planof Le Corbusie® &  &-apadRéng

THBMES 8" floor apartment/studio
Roof garden

U A reading of the plan

BEFORE THESIT 2 1 8 6
1 Distribution of the various ] _J
rooms 9 5
PR ARE D

..........
.........

|
|

3 7 5 4

1) Interior staircase | 2) Guest room | 3) Extrados of the studio arch
{ 4) Extrados of the arch for the dining room, bedroom, kitchen area
I 5) Garden | 6) Service lift | 7-8) Interior courtyards.

7" floor apartment/studio

16 15 2 1 3 4 3 7 8 9
ik 1 7 | giErs 2
or— T
i ol Lot |k I
H 3 [ - -
[ it s
J = "\‘:
3 R hotei ’
6
17 5 10 14 1 13 12

1) Main staircase of the building | 2) Entrance | 3) Lift - service lift
| 4) Covered exterior foothridge | 5) Passage | 6) Living room |
7) Kitchen | 8) Pantry | 9) Balcony - loggia ! 10) Fireplace | 11) Bed-
room | 12) Dressing room/boudoir | 13) Bathroom | 14) Shower
room | 15) Bedroom domestic | 16) Study | 17) Studio.
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mm Theinterior

THBMES

0 Notionsof spaceand line
0 Polychromy

BEFORE THESIT

1 The distribution of light

1 The industrial era and
modern construction
techniques (reinforced
concrete, glass, the
architectural framework,
metal furnishings, etc.)

AFTER TH@ASIT

1 Light, color, circulation
(stairs, ramp)

Upon his arrival irParisin 1917, Le Corbusiesettled at 20, rue Jacohbin the Saint
GermaindesPrésdistrict. ! FGSNJ KI @Ay 3 FANRG fABSR Ay
attic, he movedsome floors further down in the building to rent an apartment. Le
Corbusier lived with his wife, Yvonne, at this address for nearly 17 years.

In 1931,as the project for the Molitor apartment block was under way,Qa@busier
decided to purchase the"7and 8" floors of the building. He moved to rudungesser

et Coliin 1934.For roughly a quarter of a century, he resided there with his wife until
their respective deaths. From 1934 and on, the everyday life of the architect was split
between his office omue de Sévredirectly accessible by the metro, and his residence
and studio, merged in one and the same space.

To enter the studieapartment, the visitor takes a service stair from th féoor, the

last floor accessible by the elevator. Its dimensions are roughly Z4divided among
two levels linked by an interior staircasEhe large, pivoting wooden doors permit to
open and close the various spaces of the apartméihen Le Corbusiereceived
guests, then, he could direct his visitors either toward the painting studio or the
reception spaces simply by closing one of the doors.

Corner with imney/ Living roomPhoto Olivier MartirGambier

Familial spaces

The visitor enters into the apartment through a large door that pivots on the Téfe
living room, egquyiped with a chimney in the corner, extends into the dining room,
itself adjacent to the kitchen and pantry on the left. On the right, he/she stumbles
upon the common bedroom, hidden behind a dembinet.

These three rooms open onto a balcothat runs the length of the fade, from the
pantry to the bedroom. The windows are mounted on a sliding frame, which helps to
strengthen the impression of permeabilibetween the inside andutside. The rooms
are well lit and overlook the expanse of Bagne. When the pivoting doors are open,
the whole of the apartment is bathed in light from both ends. Only two fixed partitions
separate the dining room from the kitchen and bedroom.
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